
PROGRAM 

WEDNESDAY 15 JUNE 2022 
CENTREPIECE AT MELBOURNE PARK

RECOGNISE AND CELEBRATE THE 
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS 
IN VICTORIAN SPORT AND ACTIVE 
RECREATION DURING THE 2021 
CALENDAR YEAR.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

Vicsport acknowledges the traditional owners of all lands on which we 
do business and we pay our respects to their elders, past, present and 
future. We acknowledge the important contribution that Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples make in creating a strong and 
vibrant Australian society.

Please note, the order of the awards in this program  
follows alphabetical order and may not match the order of  
award presentations.
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WE ACKNOWLEDGE 
THE SUPPORT OF

MAJOR PARTNERS

 
PARTNERS



On behalf of the Victorian Government, I’m delighted to welcome all athletes, coaches, teams, 
volunteers and our sport sector representatives to the 2021 Victorian Sport Awards.

What better place to celebrate the achievements of home-grown heroes than our sport capital’s 
newest state of the art venue, CENTREPIECE at Melbourne Park, home of the iconic Australian 
Open and scene of Ash Barty’s recent inspirational Grand Slam win. The launch of CENTREPIECE 
as well as the 5,000 seat Show Court Arena marked the end of the near $1 billion Victorian 
Government backed redevelopment and expansion of Melbourne Park, helping to secure the 
Australian Open in Melbourne until at least 2044.

From Emily Petricola’s inspirational Paralympic gold medal performance in Tokyo in the Women’s 
C4 3000m Individual Pursuit to Dylan Alcott becoming the first man in tennis to win the Golden 
Slam, we’ve seen some outstanding achievements in 2021. Success stories like these make the 
headlines, but tonight our dedicated Victorian clubs, coaches, officials and volunteers also get 
their moment on the dais. Their contributions to sport, community and our state goes a long way 
towards making Victoria the sporting capital of the nation. By acknowledging and celebrating 
outstanding role models on and off the field, I hope that we can help to inspire a new generation 
to follow in their footsteps.

Best of luck to all of our Victorian Sport Awards finalists nominated here tonight, in the eyes of all 
Victorians you are already winners.
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The Hon. Ros Spence MP  
Minister for Community Sport

MINISTER’S
MESSAGE



VICSPORT’S 
WELCOME
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Welcome to the 2021 Victorian Sport Awards.

I know that you are all feeling the excitement and relief that comes with being able to not only return 
to celebrating in person but that we are all back to hosting, supporting and participating in our regular 
sporting programs. It has most certainly been a long time coming.

What has been inspirational during this time is the resilience, determination and innovation that has come 
from the challenges presented to us all. What is key now is that we leverage the learnings and continue 
the innovation.

In particular, as the datapoints are telling us, so many have not returned to sport and active participation. 
It has never been more important to find new ways to attract participants and the support base that 
follows. As our population grows, so too do the numbers associated with mental and physical health 
issues. We know that all the data points to the importance of physical and active sport and recreation to 
address these issues. We continue to call on governments and private enterprise to support in the many 
ways available, the pursuit of active lifestyles and participation in sport whether that be elite, competitive 
or recreational. The other important step we can take is to celebrate the 980,000 volunteers across over 
12,000 sporting clubs whether they be athletes, administrators, officials, sponsors or supporters.

Over the past two years, what we saw was that whilst there was little to no sport being played, there were 
still amazing achievements off it. From our administrators who fought to keep their clubs and codes alive 
amongst financial pressures, to the innovators who found a different approach, the volunteers who gave all 
of themselves to provide support and the organisations that continued to support our industry in its time 
of need are all deserving of special recognition this year. We celebrate the achievements of all. 

Acknowledging a wide range of heroes from elite athletes to the people behind the scenes that 
encourage and promote active participation through competition or leisure is what makes the Victorian 
Sport Awards such a special night. The Victorian Sport Awards continues to be the highlight of the 
Victorian sporting calendar. Nothing should ever stop us celebrating these magnificent contributions.

I would like to thank and acknowledge the Minister for Community Sport the Hon. Ros Spence, Sport 
& Recreation Victoria and all of Vicsport’s sponsors for their ongoing support and contribution to the 
Victorian Sport Awards.

I would also like to acknowledge the tremendous effort, hard work and collaboration amongst sports 
clubs and associations, government agencies, local government, the media and the many businesses who 
support local sporting clubs. Together, their outstanding contribution helps to make sport so viable and 
successful in Victoria.

Finally, I would like to recognise the enormous effort of the Vicsport management team led by our CEO 
Lisa Hasker and the Board. This team continues to rise to new levels of service, advocacy and influence in 
support of our members and the broader industry in a way that I know was truly appreciated. 

Best wishes to all finalists and on behalf of Vicsport’s directors 
and staff, enjoy tonight’s celebration of the best that Victoria has 
to offer in sport. 

Thank you.

 



JUDGING

Nominations for the 2021 Victorian Sport Awards were assessed by 
an esteemed judging panel comprised of Olympians, world-renowned 
athletes and Victorian sport administrators.  
Members of the judging panel were:

Sean Callanan 
Founder, Sports Geek
Kate Palmer AM 
Director, Richmond Football Club
Keddie Davis 
Director, Participation and Sector Development, 
Sport and Recreation Victoria
Karen Pearce OAM 
Executive Manager Growth and Inclusion, 
Football Victoria
Professor Rochelle Eime 
Director of PASI: Physical Activity and Sports 
Insight
Dr. Erica Randle 
Senior Research Fellow at Centre for Sport and 
Social Impact, La Trobe University
Christine Granger 
CEO, Proud 2 Play
Michelle Redfern 
Managing Director, Advancing Women in 
Business and Sport
Nick Hatzoglou 
Head of Diversity and Inclusion, Football Victoria
Kirsty Reidy 
Group Manager Metropolitan Melbourne, Sport 
and Recreation Victoria
Sash Herceg 
Manager Active Communities and Sport, 
VicHealth
Ayden Shaw 
Manager Programs and Events, Disability Sport 
and Recreation
Rosie King OAM 
CEO, Netball Victoria and Melbourne Vixens
Tony Sherwill 
CEO, Bowls Victoria
Chris Lacey 
Senior Project Manager, Sport and Recreation 
Victoria

Professor David Shilbury 
Director Deakin Sport Network, Deakin 
University
Rebekah Lacy 
Group Manager Sector Development, Sport  
and Recreation Victoria
Emma Staples 
Contractor, Office for Women in Sport and 
Recreation
Stella Lesic 
President and Founder, Queer Sporting Alliance
Dr. Ryan Storr 
Co-Founder, Proud 2 Play
Sarah Loh 
Executive Manager Future Healthy Group, 
VicHealth
Gabriella Tobias 
Head of Communications and Content, Tennis 
Victoria
Sharelle McMahon 
Head of Female Cricket, Cricket Victoria
Erin Trebley 
Group Manager Programs and Governance, 
Sport and Recreation Victoria
Steve Moneghetti AM OLY 
Four-time Olympic marathoner, Commonwealth 
Games gold medalist
Kyle Vander-Kuyp OLY 
Two-time Olympian, Australian 110m Hurdles 
record holder
Rayoni Nelson 
CEO, School Sport Victoria
Shelley White 
Active Communities and Sport Lead, VicHealth
Ben O’Brien 
Project Officer, Sport and Recreation Victoria
April Wilson 
Recreation and Open Space Planner, Nillumbik 
Shire Council
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AED AUTHORITY 
TEAM OF THE YEAR

AED Authority is a leading Australian supplier of automated external defibrillators (AEDs). With cardiac arrest 
causing more than 33,000 deaths each year in Australia, their mission is to improve the sudden cardiac arrest 
survival rate by getting more workplaces and community spaces to invest in these life-saving devices.

MELBOURNE CITY FC – FOOTBALL
The A-League’s standout team in 2021, Melbourne City FC finished the regular 
season on top of the ladder to claim the Premiers Plate before going on to win 
the Championship with a 3-1 victory over Sydney FC in front of 15,000 fans at 
AAMI Park. The win also qualified them for the Asian Champions League and 
all three accomplishments for the season were firsts in City’s club history. 
Melbourne-born head coach Patrick Kisnorbo navigated challenge after 
challenge in his debut season at the helm, including missing key players for 
the finals.

MELBOURNE FOOTBALL CLUB – AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL
Ending the longest active premiership drought and the fourth longest ever in 
VFL/AFL history, the Melbourne Demons claimed the 2021 AFL Premiership 
with a 74-point win over the Western Bulldogs after trailing by as much as
19 points in the second half. Due to COVID-19 disruptions, the Grand Final 
was played in Western Australia but Melbourne proved the superior team after 
finishing the regular season on top of the ladder and recording an average 
winning margin of 63 points in their three finals games.

MELBOURNE UNITED – BASKETBALL
After a rollercoaster NBL season disrupted by COVID-19, Melbourne United 
steeled themselves for a finals season on the road after completing the regular 
season three games clear of any other team. They defeated cross-town rivals 
South East Melbourne Phoenix in the Semi-Finals and then took the first two 
games of a best-of-five Grand Final series against the Perth Wildcats on the 
road. They were then able to return to Melbourne for Game 3, clinching the 
franchise’s sixth Championship on home soil and in front of fans.

MELBOURNE VICTORY FC – FOOTBALL
Edged out of claiming the Premiers Plate in the last game of the regular season 
by Sydney FC and dropping to third place, Melbourne Victory made a state-
ment in the Semi-Final with a crushing 6-2 win over Brisbane Roar. This set up a 
rematch with Sydney in the final and they exacted their revenge with a thrilling 
1-0 win in the final moments of extra time. Led by head coach Jeff Hopkins and 
featuring a mix of burgeoning talent and experienced campaigners, Victory set 
the foundations for an A-League women’s dynasty in 2021.
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AFL SPORTSREADY
YOUNG TEAM OF THE YEAR

AFL SportsReady is a national, not-for-profit company dedicated to helping young Australians develop careers 
through traineeships and educational opportunities. Since beginning 27 years ago, they have kick-started the 
careers of over 16,500 young jobseekers, including over 3,000 Indigenous Australians, and helped develop 
more than 800 sporting organisations and other businesses across Australia.

INDOOR YOUTH STATE TEAM – ARCHERY VICTORIA
In the midst of lockdowns during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Victorian 
State Youth team for the Australian Indoor Championships performed at an 
exceptional level as both the Recurve and Compound division teams won gold 
medals for their state in the National Championship event. With very little 
chance to compete in practice events and no ability to train together prior 
to the event, some members of the eight-person team had not even met in 
person but they came together in trying circumstances to put in an impressive 
performance.

SENIOR BOYS TETRATHLON TEAM – PONY CLUB VICTORIA
Competing at the Pony Club Australia National Championships, the Pony Club 
Victoria Senior Boys Tetrathlon team performed admirably in unusual 
circumstances. Competitors could not convene at the one place due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and instead participated from their home state. 
Amos Vagg, Cohen Wade and Darcy Wade all impressed, posting perfect ride 
scores as Victoria claimed wins in all disciplines with Amos winning the run, 
Cohen the shooting and Darcy the swimming.

SOUTH MELBOURNE SEAHORSES RESCUE & RESUSCITATION 
TEAM – LIFE SAVING
Showcasing their talents at a local, state and national level during 2021, the 
South Melbourne Seahorses R&R Team took home the Youth Team of the Year 
award at the Life Saving Victoria Awards of Excellence. They swept their way 
through every local and state competition, recording first places throughout 
the year including at the 2021 Victorian Championships held in Lorne. They 
then headed north to the Sunshine Coast for the Australian Surf Life Saving
Championships and returned home with a silver medal to cap a successful year.

SUB-JUNIOR SHOWJUMPING TEAM – PONY CLUB VICTORIA
Comprising six members (Matilda Mason, Xanthe Wade, Bliss Vandenberg, 
Georgina Pascoe, Amy Bennett and Kane Radburn), the Sub-Junior Show 
jumping team were named Pony Club Australia National Champions in 2021. 
All aged 10-12, the six riders achieved high placings in every class to combine 
for the highest amount of points while Matilda was named individual national 
Champion and Xanthe the individual Reserve National Champion.
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BUNNINGS TRADE  
LOCAL GOVERNMENT  
INITIATIVE OF THE YEAR

Bunnings Trade is committed to being your dependable trade supplier and can provide the quality, quantity 
and service you need with the widest range of products, rapid estimating and quoting services from an 
experienced and knowledgeable local team. They can also deliver to your site on time and in full throughout 
dozens of locations in Victoria. 

DIVERSITY, INCLUSION AND PARTICIPATION PROGRAM – CITY OF 
BOROONDARA
A program of works developed by the City of Boroondara to make their 
sporting pavilions inclusive to all people, the Diversity, Inclusion and 
Participation Program (DIPP) has supported 120 user groups and over 20,000 
participants. Works were completed across 13 pavilions including additional 
player and umpire change rooms with lockable showers and toilets, reserve 
and path safety lighting, privacy screens as well as adequate space for first aid.

MELBOURNE CITY FC PARTNERSHIP – CITY OF CASEY AND CITY OF 
GREATER DANDENONG
Valuing partnerships with elite sporting clubs to pass on benefits to their community, 
the City of Casey collaborated with the City of Greater Dandenong to approach 
Melbourne City FC with the prospect of relocating to South East Melbourne. 
The initiative led to a 30-year agreement between the parties and has been well 
received by the community, with Melbourne City FC securing partnerships with five 
Casey football clubs and their charitable arm, City in the Community, establishing 
relationships with local schools. As a result, the number of Casey participants in 
Melbourne City FC’s junior academy has doubled in one year, while a new City 
Football School site at Casey Fields has become the club’s most popular location.

MENTONE ATHLETIC CLUB – CITY OF KINGSTON 
Utilised by athletic clubs, local schools and the community, the Dolomore 
Athletics Track and Field has been revamped with a complete track reconstruction 
and resurfacing and the installation of a new hammer throw cage and upgrades 
to fences and retaining walls. Tree root damage had caused track lanes to be 
closed, and the removal of 23 trees seemed imminent, but investment in air 
trenching identified which tree roots could be pruned to prevent their removal 
and all trees on the reserve were eventually saved. Outdated turnstiles were 
removed to provide better access for people with disability, while SmartTracks 
was also installed, allowing users to time their performances through Bluetooth 
on their smartphone.

CLUB DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP SERIES – NILLUMBIK SHIRE COUNCIL
Directly informed by a 2020 survey, Nillumbik Shire Council’s inaugural Club 
Development Workshop Series in 2021 saw educational classes provided to 
support grassroots, volunteer-run sporting clubs as they experienced and 
recovered from the COVID-19 pandemic. In partnership with Vicsport, Aligned 
Leisure, Richmond Football Club and Leisure Networks, seven workshops were 
delivered over 12 months and made available to 70+ clubs with over 120 
registrants. Topics covered included child safety, marketing, inclusion, governance, 
and financial and strategic planning. Helping to maintain and foster connection 
with volunteers, Nillumbik’s community and sporting clubs also came out of the 
series feeling more confident, capable and connected to industry experts.
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ETRAINU  
COMMUNITY OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR

etrainu are forward-thinkers in online learning, offering an end-to-end solution for sports organisations of all 
sizes and levels. Their clean and user-friendly learning management system (LMS) can host custom-designed 
branded courses and practical in-person assessment options all under one roof.

KAYA COOK – LIFE SAVING  
A club committee member in the role of Carnival Coordinator, Kaya has 
assisted with the training and mentoring of new officials for almost ten years 
while also serving as a state senior official at Junior and Senior Life Saving 
Victoria Carnivals since 2014. Highly professional and well-regarded by many 
clubs, Kaya juggles multiple responsibilities with mentoring younger officials, 
strengthening the pathway for females in particular. She has qualifications to 
also act in the roles of Chief Judge, Carnival Referee and most importantly 
Safety and Emergency Management Coordinator, ensuring high levels of risk/
safety standards are met across all Victorian Lifesaving Competitions.

ANDREW GUERIN - ROWING
One of the few people to be a Life Member of his club, state and national 
association, Andrew has volunteered across numerous roles but it’s his 40 
years of umpiring at state, national, international and Olympic competition 
that stands out. His passion has never wavered, attending every regatta 
possible and he always has time to answer questions from younger umpires, 
encouraging them to do their best and importantly, enjoy their role. With 
a significant passion for Coastal Rowing, Andrew is leading the way in the 
development of safe and fair umpiring practices in the new discipline and the 
implementation of State trials and competition.

ANITA HILL – NETBALL 
Dedicating countless hours towards training and development for the 
Mornington Peninsula Nepean Football League (MPNFL), Anita has worked 
with and supported MPNFL clubs to create a framework and provide umpire 
pathways. With the Nepean Netball Association suffering from a lack of 
umpires returning after the COVID-19 pandemic, Anita located officials and 
umpire coaches, creating opportunities for six young umpires and helping one 
qualify as a tester. An umpire herself for almost 30 years, Anita’s commitment 
to grassroots netball has seen her co-found the Peninsula Netball Umpire 
Association which assists in increasing the quantity and quality of netball 
umpires in her region.

WAYNE HINTON – AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL 
An umpire for the best part of 40 years, Wayne’s experience traverses VFL/AFL 
and the Victorian Amateur Football Association (VAFA) where he has officiated 
over 600 games. In 2021, Wayne regularly umpired three junior games in a row 
on Sunday’s to ensure they had a trained and experienced umpire, clocking 
up six games per week in total. A Life Member of the AFL Umpires Association 
and VAFA Umpires Association, Wayne also devotes his time to mentoring 
the next generation and supporting young female umpires which includes his 
daughter who is a VAFA boundary umpire. 
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GALLAGHER  
COMMUNITY COACH OF THE YEAR

Arthur J Gallagher is one of the largest risk management and insurance broking companies in the world. With 
more than 30 branches across all Australian states and territories, they deliver personalised local service backed 
by sport-specific insurance experts and a global network of international expertise.

KIM DUNSTAN – CALISTHENICS 
A principle coach and founding member of K&K Calisthenics, Kim fosters an 
environment of equality and a do-your-best attitude. With calisthenics only able 
to continue in an online format for parts of 2021, Kim conducted weekly Zoom 
classes designed not only for training but for engagement with trivia, games 
and cooking activities included while she also arranged care package deliveries 
to be sent out. This aided in member retention and enabled participants to 
be involved in the one stage performance opportunity in late 2021. One of 
only ten current registered Level 2 calisthenic coaches in Victoria, Kim willingly 
shares her own knowledge and experiences regularly at Victorian Calisthenics 
Coaches Association forums.

AIDAN FITZGERALD – TENNIS 

Providing inclusive, engaging and adaptable coaching programs for 
participants aged 3 through to adults, Aidan has created a culture of fun, 
inclusivity and support across a number of tennis clubs. A qualified coach 
through Tennis Australia’s Master Club Professional course, Aidan runs 
coaching workshops before each term to set the strategic focus and he can 
also be found on court, playing doubles with coaching clients to build their 
confidence and mentor their development. Aidan also runs a girls squad to 
increase female participation and his Cardio + Kids program caters for parents 
and children with morning tea included.

SHAYLAH HOUSE - NETBALL 
As Coach of the Under-17 Wodonga Raiders, Shaylah had to engage her team 
both on and off the court as they traversed through the COVID-19 pandemic 
while also navigating the cross-border situation with players residing in Victoria 
and New South Wales. Regular Zoom trainings were held when the team 
could not come together in person and Shaylah encouraged positivity through 
mindfulness sessions that helped relieve stresses brought on by the pandemic. 
Once the 2021 season resumed, the Raiders proved they were both mentally 
and physically fit as they went on to claim the minor premiership.

GARY LASKY – LAWN BOWLS 
While 2021 was hampered by COVID-19 interruptions, Gary’s output was 
hardly hindered as he trained over 50 new coaches through the AIS/Bowls 
Victoria club coach program, taught lawn bowls to more than 100 grade 5 
students through Bowls Australia’s Rookie Rollers primary school program 
and assisted many of the 46 clubs within the Sandbelt Bowls Region with 
match preparation and technical training. To overcome lockdown isolation, 
Gary developed Zoom seminars and PowerPoint presentations for over 100 
clubs that featured coaches sharing practical knowledge and insights. Gary 
treats everyone equally, establishing welcoming committees to assist new 
members and a code of conduct to alleviate poor behaviour.
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GAMEDAY 
SPORTS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR
EUNICE GILL AWARD

GameDay assists sporting organisations of all sizes from NSOs to SSAs and grassroots clubs to save time 
and energy by managing administration tasks such as membership and registrations, competitions and 
tournaments, events & ticketing and fundraising. GameDay’s product suite provides intuitive tools to run 
activities, practices and other league events more efficiently, giving administrators time to focus on their 
ultimate goals.

MICHAELA COOK – HOCKEY VICTORIA
Michaela’s tireless work at Hockey Victoria helped create safe and inclusive 
environments for marginalised communities. She spearheaded Hockey 
Victoria’s inclusion and diversity programs including Women and Girls, Access 
All Abilities, LGBTIQ+ as well as Gender Equity and Diversity Strategy. 
Michaela also established a Youth Advisory committee, a pride action plan and 
achieved a record number of teams at the 2021 Stand Out Cup, a hockey event 
that celebrates diversity and inclusion. Supporting colleagues to create safe 
and inclusive spaces themselves, Michaela assisted clubs with retention and 
recruitment through the COVID-19 pandemic as well.

TANYA GAMBLE – NETBALL VICTORIA
Overseeing and driving Netball Victoria’s diversity and inclusion space as well 
as junior development, Tanya’s work benefits the lives of countless participants 
and their families. She has addressed issues within registration forms to better 
reflect members’ gender diversity, implemented the delivery of LGBTIQ+ 
education to staff, clubs, affiliates and leagues while also ensuring LBGTIQ+ 
days of significance are celebrated by Netball Victoria. Tanya is passionate 
about upskilling the next generation and has delivered school programs in 
person and online while she also worked to create a pop-up sensory room 
at Melbourne Vixens’ home games and managed the Vixens’ inaugural ‘First 
Nations Round’ game.

AYDEN SHAW – DISABILITY SPORT & RECREATION
Continuing to drive an agenda for change as Manager - Programs and Events 
at Disability Sport & Recreation (DSR), Ayden achieved outstanding results 
in 2021. He oversaw successful applications for ‘Together More Active’ and 
‘Working For Victoria’ funding, renewed major sponsorship for the City of 
Melbourne Event Partnerships program, secured new partnerships with Reclink 
Australia and SOLVE Disability Solutions and delivered in-person events such as 
the DSR Festival and DSR Awards. Managing government relationships during 
COVID-19, Ayden also helped secure interstate travel for the Wheelchair Rugby 
Nationals which was critical in preparing the athletes for the Tokyo Olympics.

GABRIELLA TOBIAS – TENNIS VICTORIA 
Tasked with leading the Tennis Victoria COVID-19 communications, Gabriella 
provided exemplary service in keeping clubs, coaches and associations up 
to date via more than 30 website, email and social media notices across six 
months. She provided updates at all times of the day and on weekends when 
necessary to ensure the tennis community could adapt accordingly while 
working closely with the national association to promote tennis’ return to 
sport. When having to cancel the 2021 Country Week event, Gabriella called to 
inform team captains directly. These often-stressful tasks were achieved while 
also delivering day-to-day duties such as a new Strategic Plan, Annual Report 
and the Victorian Tennis Awards.
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GLOBAL WELLNESS TRACKING 
YOUNG ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

Global Wellness Tracking is part of the Global Performance Testing international organisation which is a world 
leader in benchmarking human performance through the pillars of physical literacy from body to mind through 
motor, function, fitness and sport.

NICHOLAS LUM – TABLE TENNIS 
Nicholas earned a career-high world ranking for his age group in 2021, placing 
himself inside the top ten for the first time. He won five state titles and 
numerous competitions on the Table Tennis Victoria state tournament circuit 
which saw him regularly compete against the best in the country. Internationally 
at the World Under-17 Table Tennis Youth Contender events, he won gold in 
Italy and Slovakia and a silver in Hungary while also claiming a bronze in 
Slovakia in the Under-19’s. Topping off his fantastic year, Nicholas was named 
the Table Tennis Victoria Junior Male of the Year.

JADE MELBOURNE – BASKETBALL
While still a teenager, Jade made her case for earning a permanent spot on the 
Australian Opals’ roster in her national side debut as she helped them win a 
bronze medal at the Asia Cup. This followed an Under-19 World Championship 
where she averaged 13 points, five rebounds and three assists in a silver-medal 
winning campaign. Jade also showcased her talents on home soil, earning a 
WNBL contract with the University of Canberra Capitals and claiming the club 
Rookie of the Year award. 

COL PEARSE – SWIMMING 
Preparing to compete at the Paralympic trials to earn a spot at Tokyo, border 
closures and school commitments meant Col was unable to attend the event. 
However, his performance at the Australian Age Swimming Championships, 
where he won gold in the 17-18 year old 50m butterfly, 100m butterfly, 100m 
freestyle and 100m breaststroke was enough to book himself a spot. He then 
had a fantastic Paralympics debut, finishing eighth in the 100m backstroke S10, 
fourth in the 200m individual medley SM10 and winning a bronze medal in the 
100m butterfly S10 while also setting an Australian record.

OSCAR PIASTRI – MOTORSPORT   
The first Australian to win the FIA Formula 2 Championship, Oscar’s 
achievement was even more remarkable as he accomplished the feat in his 
rookie season. He won six races, finished on the podium an additional five 
times, claimed five pole positions and ended the season 62 points clear of his 
nearest rival. Named the winner of the 2021 Sir Jack Brabham Award, one of 
Motorsport Australia’s highest honours, Oscar is now aiming to become the 
country’s 18th driver in Formula 1. 
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GOVERNOR’S AWARD
VICTORIAN FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
KITTY MCEWAN AWARD

AOIFE COUGHLAN – JUDO 
Since bursting onto the scene in 2010 at the Oceania Championships, Aoife 
has excelled through the 63kg and 70kg weight classes. Finishing seventh at 
the 2021 Judo World Masters, Aiofe then claimed the bronze medal at the 
Asian-Pacific Championships in Kyrgyzstan. Placing herself inside the top 32 
for her weight division on the world rankings, these results qualified her for the 
Tokyo Olympics where she led her country and finished inside the top 16.

ALEXANDRA KIROI-BOGATYREVA – RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS  
At 20 years of age, Alexandra has been competing internationally for half of 
her life and despite the interruptions of the COVID-19 pandemic, 2021 was 
an eventful year for the rhythmic gymnast. She won three gold medals and a 
silver at the 2021 Australian Gymnastics Championships, was named the Senior 
International All-Around Victorian Champion and collected five gold medals 
at international tournaments after competing in Romania, Japan, Russia and 
Greece. Having made the difficult decision to move overseas to train and 
compete, Alexandra was the only Australian representative across all gym 
sports at the 2021 Gymnastics World Championship in Japan.

ELIZABETH WATSON – NETBALL
Named captain of the Australian Diamonds after debuting for the national 
team in 2016, Liz led them in three of their four matches against New Zealand 
in the 2021 Constellation Cup which is the preeminent series in international 
netball. Despite missing the Super Netball season due to injury, Liz earned 
the captaincy following national squad camps and she then starred for the 
Diamonds as their highest performing feeder into goals with an average of 31 
feeds per game.

EMILY WHITEHEAD – ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS
Returning from a long stint of injury recovery, Emily represented Australia at 
the 2021 Oceania Continental Championships and showed no signs of rust, 
winning first place and earning a spot at the Tokyo Olympics. There, her 
combined score on the balance beam, floor exercise, vault and uneven bars in 
the all-around competition was a personal best to cap off a triumphant year.
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GOVERNOR’S AWARD
MALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR 
FRANK WILKES AWARD

DYLAN ALCOTT AO – TENNIS 
In what could be described as a perfect year, Dylan secured the Golden Slam 
in 2021 by winning all four Grand Slam tournaments before going on to secure 
a Paralympic quad singles gold medal at Tokyo. He did not drop a set in any of 
the Grand Slams, claimed his seventh Australian Open overall and ended the 
year with a 21-1 singles record. He earned the number one world ranking in 
singles while also finishing third in the doubles rankings.

JOSH GIDDEY – BASKETBALL  
Emerging onto the basketball scene in 2021, Josh became the youngest 
Australian to record a triple-double in NBL history before going on to be 
named NBL Rookie of the Year. Declaring for the NBA draft in April, he was 
selected as the sixth pick by Oklahoma City and made an immediate impact. 
Josh claimed four consecutive Western Conference Rookie of the Year awards, 
became the NBA’s youngest player to notch a triple-double and featured in the 
NBA All-Star weekend. 2021 also saw Josh make his Australian Boomers debut 
during the FIBA Asia Cup qualifiers.

JOCK LANDALE – BASKETBALL 
A dominant debut season in the NBL saw Jock average 16 points, eight 
rebounds and 1.5 blocks per game while shooting 39% from the three-point 
line. He led Melbourne United to the minor Championship and was named to 
the All-NBL first team before taking his game to another level in the 
post-season, leading United to the Championship while claiming the finals 
MVP. Later in the year, he was integral to the Australian Boomers’ 
ground-breaking bronze medal at the Tokyo Olympics with an average of 13 
points per game and those combined performances helped him sign a 
two-year NBA contract with San Antonio.

OSCAR PIASTRI – MOTORSPORT 

The first Australian to win the FIA Formula 2 Championship, Oscar’s 
achievement was even more remarkable as he accomplished the feat in his 
rookie season. He won six races, finished on the podium an addition five times, 
claimed five pole positions and ended the season 62 points clear of his nearest 
rival. Named the winner of the 2021 Sir Jack Brabham Award, one of 
Motorsport Australia’s highest honours, Oscar is now aiming to become the 
country’s 18th driver in Formula 1. 
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PEGGY O’NEAL AO  
PROFILE – 2021 RECIPIENT 
VICTORIAN STATE GOVERNMENT 
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO VICTORIAN SPORT AWARD

This year, the recipient of the Victorian State Government 
Outstanding Contribution to Victorian Sport Award is current 
Richmond Football Club President and Chancellor of RMIT 
University, Peggy O’Neal AO.
Since moving to Melbourne in 1989, Peggy has specialised in superannuation and financial services 
law for more than 25 years and is currently a consultant to Lander and Rogers.

In 2014, the Inquiry into ‘Women and Girls in Sport and Active Recreation’ was established by the 
Victorian Government and Peggy was appointed chair of the advisory panel. Determining practical 
actions that the sporting sector could adopt to enhance participation by women and girls and 
increase their engagement in leadership and governance roles, the Inquiry also led to the creation of 
the Office for Women in Sport and Recreation.

Peggy has also served as convenor of the Change Our Game Champions program, a group of 
Victorian sport and active recreation industry leaders that influence change by sharing information 
and resources.

Having discovered a love of the Richmond Football Club after moving to the suburb and attending 
her first AFL game, Peggy became the first woman director elected to Richmond’s board in 2005. 
She created more history in 2013 as the first woman in AFL history to be elected club president and 
under her leadership, Richmond ended a 37-year Premiership drought in 2017 before creating a 
dynasty with back-to-back Premierships in 2019 and 2020.

In addition to this honour, Peggy was made an Officer of the Order of Australia in 2019 while last 
year, she was named Melburnian of the Year for her leadership and the inspiration she gives to 
others through her work at Richmond and in tackling womens’ homelessness and mental health.

Vicsport CEO Lisa Hasker says:

“It is very exciting to see Peggy rewarded for her impact in sport and the Outstanding Contribution 
to Sport Award is a fitting accolade for her commitment to sport in our state. Championing work 
in women’s equality as well as professional and elite sport, Peggy’s leadership has guided many 
sporting organisations, committees and panels to achieve ground-breaking work.”



15

INVOLVE 
MASTERS ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

Involve see creative design as a powerful business tool that will position your organisation, engage your 
audience, deliver your message correctly and ultimately, by being consistent, create an identity which will give 
you a return on investment and add to your bottom line. They are a creative agency with a depth of experience 
working with clients from the sporting, education, construction, manufacturing, retail and fashion industries.

ALANA BALDI - ATHLETICS 
Alana put in a dominant display across a number of 30-34 year-old disciplines 
in 2021, winning gold in the Throws Pentathlon at the Victorian Masters Throws 
Championships. This performances was combined with silver medals in the 
hammer throw, shot put, high jump and long jump as well as bronze medals 
in the discus and javelin at the Oceania Masters Athletics Championships. 
Capping off a brilliant year, Alana also tallied personal bests and gold medals 
at the Victorian Masters Track and Field Championships in the hammer throw, 
shot put, weight throw, discus and triple jump while breaking six club records 
throughout the season at the Shepparton Athletics Club.

SAMANTHA BARROW – LIFE SAVING 
In addition to holding the position of beach events manager for Mordialloc 
Life Saving Club’s youth competitors at the 2021 Victorian Championships, 
Samantha proved herself a triple-threat on the sand with her personal 
performances. At the Victorian Masters Championships, she won the gold 
medal in the 45-49 years women’s 2km run, beach flags and beach sprint events 
and then stepped up on the national stage as well, collecting a silver medal in 
the 40-44 years women’s beach flags and a beach sprint bronze medal in the 
same category.

GLENN BUSBY – TENNIS
While several tournaments were severely impacted by COVID-19 and travel 
restrictions, Glenn made the most of the competitions he could compete 
in during 2021, finishing inside the top seven on the International Tennis 
Federation rankings in the 60+ and 65+ categories. At the Victorian Seniors 
Grasscourt Championships, he finished Runners-Up in the 40+ singles while 
winning the 50+ doubles and at the Greater Geelong Oceania Regional 
Championships, Glenn took home two more wins in the 50+ doubles and 
65+ singles.

JASON LEES – WHEELCHAIR RUGBY
Helping the Australian Steelers to a fourth-placed finish at the Tokyo 
Paralympic Games was not quite the fairytale finish Jason was hoping for, 
however his fearlessness and intimidation on court helped lead him through 
an illustrious career that spanned over 200 games before he announced his 
retirement in late 2021. Jason also captained his state side and reached the 
Semi-Finals at the National Championship on the Gold Coast in his final year 
as a player but the good news is he will not be lost to the sport, having recently 
been appointed the Australia A wheelchair rugby coach.



16

LOVE THE GAME 
COMMUNITY SPORTING CLUB OF THE YEAR

The Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation’s Love the Game Sporting Club Program aims to reduce the 
exposure of young people to sports betting promotion and disrupt the social norm of betting and sport.

CHADSTONE CALISTHENICS CLUB – CALISTHENICS   
Adapting to changing times and striving to create a learning environment for 
all their members, Chadstone Calisthenics Club provided Zoom classes during 
every lockdown that promoted safety while at home. They also ran masters 
classes for women over 26 and kindergarten come-and-try events when 
possible and offered coaches child safety training. Providing a pathway through 
their organisation, Chadstone prides itself on coaches courses that they have 
paid for which has allowed a number of personnel, who started at the club as 
3-5 year-old’s, to continue at the club and mentor the next generation.

FAWKNER PARK TENNIS CENTRE – TENNIS   
Fawkner Park Tennis Centre (FPTC) welcomed over 1,200 unique visitors per 
week through 2021 thanks to diverse offerings including Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Tennis, Rally4Ever Community Play for people suffering with their 
mental health, Rally4Ever Refugee sessions and Women’s Tennis Week which 
featured seven days of tennis delivered by an all-female coaching team, 
free childcare and LGBTIQ+ inclusion while promoting active, self-confident 
women. FPTC have developed relationships with local schools to encourage a 
pathway starting at kinder tennis and created a seven-level adult program to 
ensure there is a starting point available for allcomers.

FOOTSCRAY HOCKEY CLUB – HOCKEY  
Through Victoria University’s Change Makers program and working with Sport 
and Life Training, Footscray Hockey Club (FHC) have dedicated themselves to 
become more culturally diverse, safe and welcoming. Their new action plan saw 
membership increase by 300% in 2021 as close to 2,500 students participated 
in their Hook into Hockey program and Come and Try events attracted 80 new 
children into grassroots level play. FHC has also established a youth advisory 
committee and instituted a gender equity policy, resulting in a 50% increase for 
women and girls in addition to 40% of their board and coaches being female.

MELBOURNE JETS JUNIOR ACADEMY – ICE HOCKEY
The COVID-19 pandemic threatened to derail the Melbourne Jets Junior 
Academy Ice Hockey Club’s winter season but their commitment to child 
development saw them able to field a team in every age division. Working hard 
to encourage new entrants into the development program and maintaining 
volunteer coaches, the Academy ran off-ice Zoom fitness training and mental 
health sessions to improve team bonding while outdoor settings were utilised 
when possible to assist a smoother transition back to play. While this was a 
difficult time for all involved, the hard work paid off with two teams winning 
their age division Championship and a third claiming the Runners-Up.
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MY SPORT LIVE 
COMMUNITY SPORTING EVENT OF THE YEAR

My Sport Live provides an outlet for sports organisations and event promoters to stream live events on the 
internet. Designed to target sporting events around Australia, they provide an end-to-end service to take a 
sporting event into the living rooms and pockets of sports customers – live.

BARWON RESPECT CUP – BARWON HEALTH/NETBALL VICTORIA
The Barwon Respect Cup is an annual event involving 100 primary school 
students in a round robin netball tournament that promotes respect and 
positivity while aiming to improve students’ abilities to recognise and respond 
to gender stereotypes. Students take part in workshops presented by local 
community service providers who use their professional knowledge of diversity, 
inclusion and healthy relationships to engage the participants on exploring 
issues of gender equity and the impact of behaviours in preventing violence 
against women. The Cup is then concluded on court with netball games that 
promote active and healthy lifestyles.

HEAD OF THE SCHOOLGIRLS REGATTA – ROWING VICTORIA
Run during the height of COVID-19 restrictions, the Head of the Schoolgirls 
(HOSG) regatta featured 2,500 schoolgirls competing in front of 5,000 
spectators who were permitted access across multiple segregated zones to 
adhere to COVID-19 protocols. The economic and social contribution of the 
three-day carnival to the Geelong region is estimated to be over $5 million 
while the return to competition for participants was desperately needed during 
a tough time for the industry. Rowing participation at the local schools around 
the area grew 21% following the regatta while schoolgirl rowing across the 
state increased by 15%.

NAIDOC WEEK FAMILY DAY – FOOTSCRAY HOCKEY CLUB
All about celebrating their First Nations community, Footscray Hockey Club’s 
(FHC) NAIDOC Week Family Day was a multi-faceted event that attracted 
over 500 people from Maribyrnong City Council and the broader Victorian 
hockey community. Ensuring they had Indigenous members on the organising 
committee, FHC ran seven activities during the day and formed relationships 
with local artist Lowell Hunter (Salty One) and advocate Aretha Brown. 
Engaging with past associates of the club and many new First Nations 
community members, the Family Day has garnered much greater interest in 
the club which is being noticed in 2022.

VICTORIA POLICE & EMERGENCY SERVICES GAMES - VICTORIA POLICE 
GAMES FEDERATION
The Victoria Police & Emergency Services Games celebrated its 40th 
anniversary in 2021 and were proud to stage the Games in Geelong where 
nearly 2,400 participants from 30 agencies participated in a five-day multi-sport 
event, featuring 40+ sports. Connections were made with 30 local clubs, 
associations and venues who provided volunteers and resources to make the 
Games a truly memorable experience. Pulling the event together amidst a 
pandemic was an amazing feat by the organising committee, providing the 
opportunity for frontline law enforcement and emergency services workers to 
prioritise their physical and mental health and wellbeing.
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POLYTAN 
PETER NORMAN INCLUSION AWARD

As the leading company dedicated to designing, constructing, installing, and maintaining synthetic sports 
surfaces, Polytan is committed to making sport. Being a part of Sport Group, the world’s largest business 
dedicated to sports surfaces, Polytan and its customers benefit from the Group’s fully integrated global 
supply chain.

MAURICE GLEESON OAM - BLIND SPORTS & RECREATION VICTORIA
As President of Blind Sports & Recreation Victoria (BSRV) for the past 30 years, 
Maurice has an unwavering drive to assist people who are blind or have low 
vision live fulfilling, purposeful lives with the same opportunities as sighted 
people. Through BSRV, he has increased sport and recreation programs from 
a total of seven to 30 while establishing new partnerships with over 20 sport 
providers and initiating at-home programs during COVID lockdowns. He utilises 
his profile in the national media to advocate for blind sports, has contributed to 
legislative change to increase awareness and access and assists newly arrived 
migrants with vision loss to settle in Australia.

ELIZABETH GOSPER OAM – INCLUSIVE SPORTS TRAINING
The head coach of Inclusive Sports Training, Australia’s first triathlon club for 
people with an intellectual disability, Liz has grown participation numbers from 
33 when she started in 2013 to over 90 athletes in 2021. Encouraging her athletes 
to be competitive but not at the expense of sportsmanship, Liz’s coaching 
enriches the lives of all participants and their families with group activities such 
as birthday celebrations organised to enhance the sense of togetherness. Liz 
coordinates volunteers to assist, connects with elite athletes to demonstrate 
the triathlon pathway and has developed a partnership with Triathlon Victoria to 
include an intellectual impairment category in the Australian Triathlon National 
Championships.

FERNTREE GULLY TENNIS CLUB - TENNIS
Striving to be a fun, active and inclusive community club, the volunteer run 
Ferntree Gully Tennis Club created an All-Abilities Strategic Plan including an 
Inclusion and Diversity position to ensure outcomes were met. They worked 
on the initiative for 18 months, persevering through lockdowns, to co-design 
a program with, and for, people with disability. A trial program was held in 
December and positive feedback from participants and Special Olympics 
Australia representatives led to the establishment of an ongoing program. 
The insights collected will also assist Tennis Victoria to support other clubs on 
a similar journey to ensure tennis becomes more inclusive for people with a 
disability.

PROUD2PLAY AND DISABILITY SPORT & RECREATION PARTNERSHIP
Proud2Play and Disability Sport & Recreation (DSR) entered into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to address the intersectionality of 
participants. An ‘All of Me’ speaker series allowed LGBTIQ+ people living 
with a disability to explain their experiences within sport and recreation and a 
follow-up ‘Everyone In’ research piece extended the learnings through focus 
groups and surveys. The organisations are now involved in cross-education to 
improve their inclusiveness in both sectors and are applying for joint funding 
opportunities to continue working towards the shared goal of all people having 
the right to access sport and recreation.
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SOUTHERN CROSS TROPHIES  
COACH OF THE YEAR

Southern Cross Trophies and Awards Corporate has been a leader in the Trophy and Engraving industry for 
over 45 years and offers the latest in design and engraving technology.

JOHN HART – GYMNASTICS 
The only Australian women’s artistic gymnastics (WAG) coach with 
representatives at the last four Olympics Games, John coached Emily 
Whitehead to win the all-around Gold at the Continental Championships in 
2021. That secured Emily’s spot at the Tokyo Olympics where she, accompanied 
by John, scored a personal best in the all-around competition. Known for his 
willingness to provide advice, consultation and guidance to athletes, staff and 
fellow coaches while serving on multiple advisory committees, John recently 
became one of the few WAG coaches in the world to earn the International 
Gymnastics Federation Honorary Coaches’ Diploma while also being named 
Gymnastics Australia’s 2021 WAG International Coach of the Year.

JEFF HOPKINS – FOOTBALL 
The head coach of Melbourne Victory’s W-League team (now called the 
A-League women), Jeff guided his side to the 2020/21 Championship, their 
third title in the league’s history. He also claimed his third Coach of the Year 
award, setting him apart from any other league coach, past or present. A leader 
in the growth of Australian women’s football, Jeff also coaches Melbourne 
Victory’s elite girls program which fosters the talent of 14-18 year-old’s and he 
has helped develop the likes of Kyra Coonie-Cross, Courtney Nevin and Angie 
Beard into national representative players.

ALANA THOMAS – RUGBY UNION
Alana has been the head coach of the Super W Melbourne Rebels since 2018 
and steered them to their best results in club history in 2021. In a generally 
male-dominated sport, particularly at the head coach level, Alana is committed 
to growing the female side and has steadily built the Melbourne Rebels to 
become the first professional women’s rugby union program in Australia. 
Instilling confidence in local youth players, Alana helped bring in 14 
newcomers through 2021 and, funded by herself, introduced the start of a 
“capping” ceremony for debutants pre-game to uphold the motto of ‘once a 
Melbourne Rebel, always a Melbourne Rebel.’

ALOIS ROSARIO – TABLE TENNIS
After representing Australia as a player from 1986-1991 and working for Table 
Tennis Victoria for 18 years, Alois joined the Para Coaching team in 2011. Now 
the national head coach - Para for Table Tennis Australia, Alois spearheaded 
Australia’s most successful Paralympics campaign in Tokyo which saw them 
bring home the highest number of medals ever, including their first gold since 
1984. Playing a major role in state and national coaching courses, Alois’ training 
tutorials are made available via the international PingSkills website while he 
also devotes time to establishing better Para programs across Victoria.
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SPORTS ACCOUNTING AUSTRALIA 
OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR

Sports Accounting Australia assists sports organisations in Australia with their finance and business planning, 
providing simple but effective financial packages to suit your needs.

SANDRA DAVID – BADMINTON 
While a number of tournaments were interrupted by the pandemic and 
lockdowns, Sandra worked tirelessly to deliver referee and umpires courses 
and also officiated herself at the Altona Junior Open, Ballarat Open and 
Victoria Open. Re-appointed as chair of the Badminton Australia Technical 
Officials Committee, a position she has held since 2016, Sandra’s dedication to 
the sport was demonstrated as she conducted pre-tournament work with event 
directors, took a day trip to the location to view venues and spent hours in 
planning consultation ahead of the proposed Bendigo International and 
National Combined Individual Championships.

SARAH DAVIS – ATHLETICS 
Making up for lost time in 2021, Sarah officiated at a number of Athletics 
Victoria events, grassroots events, several Victorian state championships, the 
Victorian Country Championship in Ballarat, Victorian Combined Events in 
Bendigo and an eight-day championships interstate. Sarah mentors a large 
group of officials and most of her sessions had to be conducted online as she 
answered questions, reviewed technical aspects of field events, encouraged 
professional development activities and kept an eye on their wellbeing. Sarah 
was also involved in video productions for officials that outline how to officiate 
at different events and the necessary items that officials should always carry 
with them.

LUCY HATTON – MOTORSPORT  
Involved in motorsport for over ten years, Lucy has progressed to a gold level 
timekeeper, the highest of Motorsport Australia’s officiating licence ranks. In 
2021, Lucy organised, assisted with rostering and supervised timing at national 
events including the Geelong Revival National Classic, Supercars in Victoria 
and interstate, regional Victorian events and the Bathurst 6 Hour. Lucy also 
created and ran Motorsport Australia’s first live online training course which 
covered theoretical content, allowing 18 participants to complete vital training. 
Considered a valuable mentor in motorsport, Lucy welcomes the opportunity 
to continue the succession of skills and experience of officials and volunteers in 
the sport. 

JOHN MILLS – ATHLETICS 
Traveling around the state, John officiates at his local centre, is the competition 
director for regional competition and also visits nearby centres to provide 
assistance, advice and guidance to new officials. In 2021, he officiated at the 
Little Athletics state combined event, state track and field Championships as 
well as the regional track and field Championships and as he is always looking to 
improve, John is currently being trained to take up more senior positions such as 
Athletics Meet Manager. 
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VALO  
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

VALO is an Australian advanced technology company with its core in LED lighting. It is committed to 
accelerating disruptive and sustainable technologies, supported by significant investment in fully automated 
printed circuit-board (PCB) manufacturing, and a suite of 3D metal and composite printers.

BRUCE ASTBURY – MOTORSPORT 
Using his skills and knowledge to further develop motorsport within Victoria, 
Bruce manages and oversees all events run by Marque Sports Car Association 
Victoria (MSCAV) as its President and serves as Chairman of the Motorsport 
Australia Supersprint Panel. Bruce’s hard work and dedication has grown 
MSCAV’s membership base, incorporated other clubs within their association 
to allow for collaboration and hosting of joint events while he remained active 
in communicating to all club members and advocating for motorsport’s return 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Alongside his wife Petrina, Bruce also runs 
MSCAV’s Come and Try Day which has been delivered to over 500 new 
competitors and features in-classroom and on-track training.

GEN DOHRMANN – WOMEN SPORT AUSTRALIA
In her first year as President of Women Sport Australia (WSA), Gen led a 
voluntary board of 11 directors to increase the organisation’s visibility to 
new heights. In 2021, WSA had 40 participants in the online Women in Sport 
mentoring program including seven scholarships funded by partner Shona Joy, 
received 313 image submissions for the Women in Sport Photo Action Award 
competition that involved News Corp as a media partner, launched Gender 
Equity in Sport Pledge & Virtual Roundtable for Women in Sport groups and 
partnered with Cadbury to facilitate $150,000 of uniform grants for grassroots 
clubs across Australia.

RACHAEL RYLANCE – LIFE SAVING 
2021 saw Rachael end her run on the Life Saving Victoria board after six years 
in the role. She was responsible for driving state-wide life saving participation 
year-round for 10,000+ members across 57 clubs, including delivering events 
for all ages, high-performance, coaching and officiating programs. 
Her leadership was integral in the organisations’ COVID-19 recovery strategy, 
resulting in an increase of 683 accredited officials but she also progressed 
on implementing on-beach carnival management technology solutions and 
carnival risk and safety reviews. In addition, Rachael also serves as secretary, 
patrol captain, coach, team manager and masters competitor at Elwood Life 
Saving Club.

LIZ TEKTONOPOULOS – TENNIS 
In addition to running their social media, canteen, uniform orders, leading their 
OH&S and COVID-19 compliance as well as liaising with Tennis Victoria and 
Hume City Council, Liz is the Membership Coordinator of Greenvale Tennis 
Club (GTC). Hosting community events, coordinating flyer drops and increasing 
GTC’s online presence has helped grow their membership by 78% while Liz has 
also been the driver to move to online court bookings, working with council 
to raise awareness of club maintenance issues, applying for grants, ensuring 
the implementation of child safe standards and connecting the club with local 
schools for come-and-try events.
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VICHEALTH 
ACTIVE RECREATION INITIATIVE OF THE YEAR

The Victorian Health Promotion Foundation (VicHealth) is a pioneer in health promotion – the process of 
enabling people to increase control over and improve their health. Their primary focus is promoting good 
health and preventing chronic disease.

PIER TO PUB AND MOUNTAIN TO SURF EVENTS – LORNE SURF LIFE 
SAVING CLUB
Held virtually in January 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 4,000 people 
took part in the Pier to Pub and Mountain to Surf events with Lorne Surf Life 
Saving Club continuing to promote active recreation in a COVID-safe manner. 
Participants were encouraged to complete the required distance for each event 
wherever they could, whether that be in the ocean, a pool, lake or river and 
social media was utilised to keep participants engaged. Focusing on positive 
messaging, water safety and healthy lifestyles, both events were a welcome 
distraction for the life saving community.

VICSWIM SUMMER KIDZ PROGRAM – AQUATICS & RECREATION 
VICTORIA
A low-cost learn to swim initiative that develops children’s water safety 
awareness, respect for different water environments and swimming survival 
skills, the VICSWIM Summer Kidz Program features 30-minute lessons held over 
five consecutive days. Responding to a disproportionate number of drowning 
fatalities, Aquatics & Recreation Victoria ran the program in smaller communities, 
areas without access to other swimming lessons and high risk locations. In 2021, 
over 300 teachers at 167 venues delivered the program for 16,516 participants. 
88% of parents surveyed indicated they were likely or highly likely to enrol their 
children next year and 97% believed there was scope to grow the program.

VIRTUAL HEALTH AND WELLNESS PROGRAMS – BLIND SPORTS & 
RECREATION VICTORIA
In response to COVID-19 restrictions, Blind Sports & Recreation Victoria (BSRV) 
developed a range of virtual health, wellness and social programs to ensure 
the blind sports community stayed connected. With the support of BSRV’s 
Technology Advisors’, participants were upskilled in using computers, live video 
and tele-conferencing which has, in turn, boosted their autonomy and 
employability. Regional and remote areas of Victoria that previously were unable 
to be involved are also more connected than ever and the suite of virtual 
programs is now a permanent, ongoing opportunity after 240 people were 
involved through 2021.

WOMEN’S INTRODUCTORY GOLF PROGRAM – SHEPPARTON GOLF CLUB
Run by women members while leveraging the “This Girl Can” campaign, 
Shepparton Golf Club’s Women’s Introductory program was aimed at creating 
a welcoming, supportive and low-cost pathway to the sport. With all equipment 
provided, Golf ‘FUN’damentals explored grip, aim, stance and basic swing 
lessons, Get Golfing saw participants hit the course with a community instructor 
while a Mentorship program linked newcomers with an experienced member. 
As a direct result of those initiatives, women’s membership at the club increased 
by 55% while 154 participants were involved overall.  
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VICSPORT
SPORT INITIATIVE OF THE YEAR

As the peak body for sport and active recreation in Victoria, Vicsport’s aim is to get as many people as possible 
engaging in sport and physical activity. For over 30 years, Vicsport has provided advice, assistance and support 
to its members and the broader sports community while working closely with the Victorian Government to 
promote the many benefits sport has to offer.

PARA-SPORT CHALLENGE – GIPPSPORT
Receiving significantly increased enquiries from people with disability during 
the COVID-19 lockdowns, Gippsport facilitated a Para-Sport challenge to 
engage with the community online. 52 participants showcased how they were 
staying active through a variety of sports including boxing, cricket, hockey and 
other modified ball games while also exercising on treadmills, with weights 
and bike riding. The Challenge showcased the need for people with disability 
to stay active while also succeeding in creating online connections, providing 
support and motivation.

SANDBELT BOWLS REGION – LAWN BOWLS  
Realising the need to bring coaches and players together to overcome the 
sense of isolation during COVID-19 lockdowns, Gary Lasky and the Sandbelt 
Bowls Region headed online. Gary taught himself to develop Zoom seminars, 
hosting five that attracted over 1,000 participants from 100 different clubs and 
engaged Australia’s best coaches to share their practical knowledge. 
Feedback from participants was outstanding with new training drills being 
warmly received and the use of smart phone videos improving participation 
from a younger audience. Bowls Australia are now evaluating the idea of 
running a similar program nationwide next season.

SCHOOL CLINIC AND COME & TRY EVENTS – FOOTSCRAY HOCKEY CLUB
Building relationships with 12 local primary schools adjacent to their grounds 
in Yarraville, Footscray Hockey Club (FHC) linked with Physical Education and 
Sport teachers to deliver two-week hockey clinics. Sending two coaches per 
class of 25 children, FHC targeted almost 2,500 students and they then 
promoted their Come and Try program which runs across four weeks. 
Most recently, a conversion rate of 80 new children entering at a grassroots 
level saw another successful campaign for FHC with the club now offering 
sessions for Under-6’s, Under-8’s and Under-10’s while feeding talented juniors 
into Hockey Victoria teams starting at Under-12’s.

SOFTBALL BATTER UP SCHOOL ROADSHOW – SOFTBALL VICTORIA
The ‘Softball Batter Up School Roadshow’ delivered free introduction clinics 
in local schools, targeting Grade 3’s and Grade 4’s. 5,000 students from 112 
schools registered and modified equipment such as foam balls and bats were 
utilised to ensure there was a focus on inclusiveness and fun. Students then 
received flyers for local clubs and low-cost programs were suggested, resulting 
in over 150 new participants registering for Softball Batter Up and Fully Loaded 
T-Ball programs. The Roadshow also led to the development of strong 
relationships between Softball Victoria, local schools, clubs and associations 
with sporting school programs increasing by 76%.
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VIEW MELBOURNE 
OUTSTANDING MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
SPORT AWARD

View Melbourne is located on St. Kilda Road boulevard, walking distance to trams which takes guests to the 
CBD in 12 minutes. Offering a range of dining options, View Melbourne also has a choice of ten conference 
rooms for all event and meeting needs.

COVID IN SPORT PODCAST – MY SPORT LIVE
Expanding into the podcast world in 2021, My Sport Live’s COVID in Sport 
offering told stories of influential figures in Australian sport at local, state and 
national level and the impact that COVID-19 has had on them. From challenges 
to opportunities, the podcast analysed how sports have responded, survived 
and even thrived, highlighted the importance of administrators and helped 
listeners workshop ideas of their own to respond to the pandemic. Garnering 
thousands of downloads, guests also relayed the significant buy-in from their 
own sporting communities following their episodes as they gained a better 
understanding of how their sport has been guided through the pandemic.

JARROD POTTER – BASKETBALL VICTORIA
Playing an important communication role for Basketball Victoria (BV), Jarrod 
promoted all levels of Victorian basketball in 2021 via social media channels, 
website and emails. He provided on the ground coverage of Australian Junior 
Championships, up-to-date reporting of the Tokyo Olympics and showcased 
new programs including the Kumon Country-Metro Challenge, expansion of 
the NBL1 league and BV’s wheelchair basketball Sports Development Program 
which gained 30 participants. Producing fun and energetic content through 
the COVID-19 lockdowns to keep members engaged, Jarrod’s communication 
skills were then utilised to mitigate participation losses as the sport came out of 
lockdowns and returned to play.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY CAMPAIGN - NETBALL VICTORIA
On International Women’s Day, Netball Victoria launched a digital campaign 
advocating for greater recognition of female sporting icons. Obtaining in-kind 
support from the Statues For Equality project and financial investment from 
the Victorian Government, Netball Victoria sought to address the imbalance of 
Victoria’s existing sporting statues which tally 29 men, four women and three 
horses. Engaging freelancer Linda Pearce, online content pieces reached over 
288,000 people while 41 print and digital articles were published. 
The campaign culminated in December when it was announced that Sharelle 
McMahon would be honoured with a statue outside John Cain Arena.

WOMEN IN SPORT ACTION PHOTO AWARDS – WOMEN SPORT 
AUSTRALIA
Highlighting the skill, strength and athleticism of Australia’s sportswomen, the 
Women in Sport Photo Action Awards were held for a third year in 2021 with 
official media partner News Corp providing a major boost to the exposure of the 
Awards. Despite COVID-19 lockdowns affecting the amount of sport that was 
played, 313 images were submitted by 88 photographers across the Amateur 
and Professional categories. Demonstrating to young girls the pathway to elite 
female sport and showcasing how sport can be welcoming and inclusive, the 
Awards play a significant role in changing the perception of female athletes, 
ignoring static images and focusing on intensity, grit and determination.



IN HONOUR OF

Four accolades at the Victorian Sport Awards commemorate the achievements of 
exceptional people who helped shape Victorian sport and recreation.

EUNICE GILL
Born in 1918, Eunice Gill was a Melburnian sportswoman, administrator, coach 
and academic. A senior lecturer at Melbourne University, Eunice was an influential 
advocate for improving standards in school curricula and the importance of 
team sports participation. She was an active member of several national and 
international associations dedicated to improving health, physical education and 
the inclusion of women and girls. Eunice served as President of the All-Australian 
Women’s Basketball (now known as netball) Association, was delegate to three 
netball World Championships and helped to establish an international code for 
the game in 1960.

KITTY MCEWAN
Kathleen ‘Kitty’ McEwan was born in Surrey Hills in 1894. Picking up golf during 
her time at college, she was a Commonwealth Club Champion before touring 
Britain in the 1930’s where she worked as a freelance journalist, writing on women 
and golf. Back home in Victoria, she continued to write until her retirement in 
1966, encouraging women of all ages to play sport and fighting for the regular 
inclusion of women’s sporting results in the press.

PETER NORMAN
Hailing from Coburg, Peter Norman was a track athlete who won a silver medal 
in the 200 metres at the 1968 Olympics (with an Oceanic record that still stands). 
He also won a bronze medal in the 4x110 yards relay at the 1966 Commonwealth 
Games as well as claiming first place in five Australian Championships from 1965-
1970 in the 200 metres. Following his retirement, Peter worked in Government 
for Sport & Recreation Victoria. He is perhaps best known for his stance on the 
podium at the 1968 Olympics when he wore an Olympic Project for Human Rights 
badge and stood in solidarity alongside Americans Tommie Smith and John 
Carlos.

FRANK WILKES
Frank Wilkes was an Australian politician whose career spanned more than 30 
years. After serving in World War II as a radio operator, Frank ventured into 
politics and was elected to the Northcote City Council in 1954 where he held 
the position for 24 years. He worked as Labor’s campaign manager for the 1952 
and 1955 state elections before claiming the Labor Opposition leadership from 
1977-1981. Retiring in 1988, Frank featured in the 1989 Queen’s Birthday honours 
where he was made a Member of the Order of Australia.
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