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G I V E  A  G I F T  T H AT 
L A S T S  F O R E V E R



REMEMBERING OUR BOYS

122 Geelong players served in conflicts  
in the Boer War, WWI; WWII; and 
Vietnam. Tragically, 13 boys made the 
supreme sacrifice. Those who served are 
remembered in a beautiful Anzac Garden 
adjacent to the Players Stand at  
GMHBA Stadium



What an amazing journey we have had 
these past few years. We have witnessed 
such great achievements – playing finals; 
winning premierships; launching our 
women’s team; redeveloping our stadium; 
and becoming a leading light in our 
community programs. Membership has 
grown to record levels. No matter what 
the coming season brings, the strategy for 
sustained success are in place.

And that’s what we want. Because when 
you care about the Geelong Cats, you 
want Geelong to be “the greatest team 
of all” forever – for our children and 
grandchildren, and many more generations 
to come.

I’ve learnt in sport and business that 
success comes when passionate and 
committed people work together as a 
team. This is something special we have 
here at Geelong – not just at the football 
club, but right through all our supporters 
and broader community.

There is another way you can use your 
passion and commitment to keep Geelong 
strong– join Geelong Cats Forever.

Geelong Cats Forever enables passionate 
supporters like you to leave a bequest, a 
gift in your Will, to the club. 

This is a gift for the future. Of course, you 
will take care of your family and loved 
ones first, and then you can think of your 
other family – the Geelong Cats.

Your gift will be securely invested and  
only the earnings are used to help the club 
grow and stay strong and successful.  
This means your gift will truly benefit the 
club FOREVER. 

Income from bequests helps build long 
term success for the club: a gift helps 
provide the best state-of-the-art facilities 
for our players; supports the development 
of our community programs; celebrates 
our heritage; and ensures our club stays 
at the cutting edge of the demands of 
today’s competitive game. 

Importantly, Geelong Cats Forever will 
acknowledge your support in several ways. 
Of course it is up to you how much you 
wish to be involved. I’m very proud to 
invite you, as I and many others have done, 
to be part of Geelong Cats Forever.  

Go Cats! 

Frank Costa AO

Patron, Geelong Cats Forever, Trustee

O U R  P AT R O N  &  T R U S T E E



OUR CLUB IS DRIVEN BY  
OUR MISSION & VALUES

OUR MISSION

To be the greatest team of all; a club 
people can be proud of because of how 
we play the game, live our values, conduct 
business and engage with the community.

Like all clubs, we must be judged on what 
we stand for. For us, our values underpin 
everything we do.

OUR VALUES

RESPECTFUL

All people are treated with respect 
regardless of their background or position.

PRECISION

We expect excellence in everything we do 
and we are accountable for maintaining a 
high-performance environment.

ADVENTUROUS

We enjoy facing our industry’s challenges 
and embrace progress with open arms.

UNITED

We are selfless, we support and care  
for each other and we collaborate across 
our club.

COMMERCIAL & CONSIDERED

We drive for good commercial outcomes 
but always take the needs of our 
stakeholders into account.

INTEGRITY

We uphold high standards of behaviour, 
have a deep respect for honesty and 
always work with the rules.

A B O U T  G E E L O N G  C AT S



PREMIERSHIPS

The club first established itself in the  
VFA by winning seven premierships, 
making it the most successful VFA club 
leading up to the formation of the VFL. 
Since the formation of the VFL/AFL, the 
Geelong Cats have achieved remarkable 
success with nine cups won in that era. 
The club has also won a record nine 
McClelland Trophies. Geelong Cat have 
achieved remarkable success with a 
further nine cups.



At the Cats, you will often hear us talk of 
‘Our Ambition’. This brings together all 
our fundraising efforts in one coordinated 
program. In essence, it forms the 
philanthropic heart to partner with our 
great club.

The Our Ambition program rests on  
three core pillars, each providing  
different opportunities for our supporters 
to engage.

 

Ensuring our rich history is honoured  
and celebrated.

 

Being a leader and giving back to  
our community.

 

Developing the best talent and facilities.

O U R  A M B I T I O N

OUR FUTURE F O O T B A L L

OUR PAST H E R I TA G E

OUR PRESENT C O M M U N I T Y



Overseeing the efforts to drive Our 
Ambition is the remarkable Geelong  
Cats Foundation.

In 2013, we established the Foundation 
that is independently overseen by a Board 
of Trustees. Our Patron, Frank Costa is a 
founding Member of the Foundation.  
The Foundation oversees two entities:

GEELONG CATS 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

Aims to empower young people to make 
good choices about health and well-being.

GEELONG CATS FOOTBALL AND 
HERITAGE FOUNDATION

Supports a range of club initiatives 
including: heritage; player development; 
talent identification; facilities and 
infrastructure; and sports development.

A GIFT THAT LASTS FOREVER

Importantly, unless the donor specifically 
requests otherwise, all bequest gifts are 
invested in a dedicated investment fund. 
Only the income earned is allocated to 
programs, that way your gift will truly live 
forever. These funds are independently 
overseen by the Geelong Cats Foundation 
Board of Trustees, and the GFC Board  
of Directors.

G E E L O N G  C AT S  F O U N D AT I O N

“When you’re passionate 
about the Geelong Football 
Club, you want Geelong to 
be strong and successful 
forever – for our children 
and grandchildren, and 
for generations to come. 
Geelong Cats Forever helps 
ensure our future.” 

Colin Carter AO

President, Geelong Cats 
Member, Geelong Cats Forever



A Will ensures that the distribution of your 
assets will be carried out in the way you 
intended so your legacy can continue for 
generations to come.

A bequest is simply an instruction in your 
Will to leave a gift to a specific person  
or organisation.

It’s a common misconception that only 
wealthy people leave money to charities 
and clubs when they pass away. The 
reality is that most bequests are made by 
ordinary, hard-working people who want 
to make a positive difference.

Including the Geelong Cats in your Will is 
just as easy as providing for your loved 
ones, and it can be as much or as little as 
you want. In making this decision, you can 
help make an extraordinary contribution 
to the fabric of one of the world’s oldest 
sporting clubs.

TYPES OF BEQUESTS

When making your Will, it is important 
 to seek advice from a solicitor.

The main types include:

The residue (remainder) of 
your estate after you have 
made provisions for family 
and other beneficiaries

A percentage of your estate 

A set amount of money 

A specific asset  
e.g. property, share portfolio, 
artworks

For many donors, a percentage bequest 
is the most popular. Why? Dividing your 
estate by percentage gives longevity to 
your Will because the gifts aren’t affected 
by inflation or changes in the value or 
make-up of your estate.

A B O U T  W I L L S  A N D  B E Q U E S T S



Thankfully, making or revising a Will 
is neither difficult nor expensive. It is 
essential that you have a Will. Surprisingly, 
many do not. If you have already made 
your Will, you or your solicitor can easily 
add the Geelong Cats through a short 
legal amendment known as a codicil.

We recommend that you review your Will 
every few years. Circumstances change 
and your Will should reflect your current 
wishes. Family, friends and charity may all 
be a part of your thoughts. Talk to your 
family and solicitor about the type of gifts 
that may best suit you.

CHANGING CIRCUMSTANCES

Things change in all our lives. Should 
circumstances change after you have 
made a gift in your Will to the club and 
you need to amend it, then we understand. 
We invite you to keep us informed  
along the way. You can always change  
your mind.

GOOD REASONS

For many of us it may be some time  
since you last updated your Will. If any of  
these factors are relevant to you, they 
form a good reason to ensure your wishes  
are accommodated:

Travelling overseas or going 
on an extended holiday

Change of family 
circumstance e.g. marriage, 
separation, divorce

Death of a loved one

Illness, sickness or a  
health scare

U P D AT I N G  Y O U R  W I L L



RECORD SCORE

The highest ever scoring aggregate by a 
club for a season was achieved by the Cats 
in 1992. A total of 527 goals 296 behinds 
(3558 points) was accumulated in 26 
entertaining matches. In Round 7, the Cats 
recorded the highest ever League score: 
37.17 (239) was registered against Brisbane 
at Carrara Stadium.



HOW DO I LEAVE A GIFT IN MY 
WILL TO THE GEELONG CATS?

1. If you do not have a Will, you will 
need to contact a solicitor about 
creating one 

2. If you do have a Will, then all you 
need to do is add a codicil – a short 
legal amendment to your existing Will

3. Decide on what type of bequest you 
would like to leave

4. Discuss your wishes with your family 
to ensure that your reasons for your 
decision are understood

5. If you would like to nominate an 
area of the club you wish to support, 
please contact the club to discuss

6. Notify the club to ensure we are 
aware of your intentions, we will 
always respect your confidentiality 
and privacy

N E X T  S T E P S

“There’s no better way to 
show my ongoing support 
for the club and the players 
than by joining Geelong 
Cats Forever. I’m helping to 
ensure we have the necessary 
resources to be the best  
we can be – now and for  
the future.” 

Rita Pellen

Member, Geelong Cats Forever





CLUB SONG

The lyrics to ‘We Are Geelong’ were 
written by 1963 premiership player John 
Watts in conjunction with his teammates. 
Only the first verse is used at matches and 
sung by the team after a victory.

STADIUM REDEVELOPMENT

Kardinia Park has been the home of the 
club since 1941. Since 2005, the stadium 
has undergone a transformation which 
now sees it as the premier regional facility 
in the nation.



COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

In 2013, with the support of Deakin 
University, the club opened the Deakin 
Cats Community Centre which is home to 
the Geelong Cats community programs. 
The facility, utilised by more than 15,000 
people annually, is available free of charge 
to organisations to run programs that 
encourage healthy and active lifestyles.



The information below is provided as a general guide to insert in your Will.  
Naturally please see your solicitor to ensure your wishes are accommodated. 

RESIDUE

I give the rest of my estate free of all duties to the Geelong Football Club Ltd, Kardinia 
Park, Geelong VIC 3220 - ABN: 67 005 150 8198 for its general purposes and direct that 
the receipt of the authorised officer of Geelong Football Club Limited will be a sufficient 
discharge to my trustees. 

PERCENTAGE

I give _______% of my estate free of all duties to the Geelong Football Club Ltd,  
Kardinia Park, Geelong VIC 3220 - ABN: 67 005 150 8198 for its general purposes and 
direct that the receipt of the authorised officer of Geelong Football Club Limited will be  
a sufficient discharge to my trustees.

SET AMOUNT

I give $_______ of my estate free of all duties to the Geelong Football Club Ltd, Kardinia 
Park, Geelong VIC 3220 - ABN: 67 005 150 8198 for its general purposes and direct that 
the receipt of the authorised officer of Geelong Football Club Limited will be a sufficient 
discharge to my trustees.

SPECIFIC GIFT

Nominated assets 
e.g. property, share portfolio, artworks

I give assets/property comprising of _______ of my estate free of all duties to the 
Geelong Football Club Ltd, Kardinia Park, Geelong VIC 3220 - ABN: 67 005 150 8198 
for its general purposes and direct that the receipt of the authorised officer of Geelong 
Football Club Limited will be a sufficient discharge to my trustees.

S U G G E S T E D  W O R D I N G



The Geelong Cats Forever was founded 
in 2007. It brings together a dedicated 
group of visionary supporters who have 
one thing in common, to ensure this club 
remains a leading AFL team - forever.

All those who pledge a gift in their Will  
are automatically eligible to become part 
of ‘Geelong Cats Forever’. Of course, there 
is no obligation to participate but we 
welcome you to join – at any time. 

Every gift, regardless of size is  
valued - there is no maximum or  
minimum requirement.

WHY JOIN?

Many of us wish to remain private in our 
support. Yet by joining Geelong Cats 
Forever, you can help raise awareness and 
inspire others who may be considering a 
similar gesture. Importantly, you can be as 
active or as inactive as you wish, attend 
functions or not. The choice is yours.  
The most important thing is that by  
letting us know, the club keeps abreast 
of your wishes and can help support that 
they are fulfilled. 

BENEFITS

There are many benefits to joining  
Geelong Cats Forever – the most 
important being the help you’re giving 
to guarantee the club’s existence for 
generations to come! However, here are  
a few ways we say thank you.

• Your name recognised on the  
Geelong Cats Forever Honour Board 

• Geelong Cats Forever Membership 
lapel pin

• Geelong Cats Forever  
Membership certificate

• Invitations to special events including:

 – Annual Geelong Cats Forever match 
day function

 – Annual Geelong Cats Forever 
welcome function

• Exclusive Geelong Cats Forever half 
yearly update bulletins

• Direct access to the  
Foundation Manager

G E E L O N G  C AT S  F O R E V E R



Many of our supporters would like to  
leave a gift in memory of a loved one.  
If this is the case for you, we can recognise 
that person as part of your gift. 

RECOGNISING ESTATES

Once a bequest gift has been received 
by the club, we will recognise the gift in 
several ways. The most significant being 
the name added permanently to our 
‘Geelong Cats Forever Estate Recognition 
Wall’. We will also work personally with 
you to ensure other reasonable requests 
are considered.

Certain gifts made at significant levels may 
also be afforded appropriate recognition 
at the club’s discretion. For example, this 
may include an area or room named in 
your honour and would always be done in 
consultation with you and your family.

A COPY OF THE WILL

There is no obligation to give the club  
a copy of your Will. If you do, that’s  
entirely up to you. We simply ask you to 
ensure both yours and your solicitor’s 
details are recorded with the club.  
In most cases a simple exchange of letters 
with your solicitor is sufficient to ensure 
appropriate administration. 

LIVING GIFT 

Another option to consider is a bequest 
gifted in advance. Some Members have 
chosen to gift their bequest now rather 
than update or prepare a Will; this is an 
option that we would love to discuss with 
you. Living gift Members also enjoy all  
the benefits associated with Geelong  
Cats Forever.

I N  M E M O R Y



We understand that you may want to choose the area where your gift will support.  
All of us have different areas of interest. Looking after our past, supporting our 
community, or helping us win the next flag, we invite you to consider supporting  
one, or all, of our three pillars: 

1.    HERITAGE

Your gift will be used to support the 
preservation and celebration of our 
wonderful heritage and history. 

All organisations are richer for how they 
recognise and celebrate their history. At 
the Geelong Cats, we have a tapestry that 
sees a new chapter woven every year in this 
extraordinary club. Whether it be displaying 
memorabilia; recognising past players and 
staff; or commissioning historical works – 
ensuring these treasures are accessible to 
our supporters. There are so many projects 
we wish to start – your gift will help these 
come to life!

2.    COMMUNITY

Your gift will support the important 
programs we run in the community. 

As an AFL club, we are uniquely positioned 
to make things happen in the community. 
We can open doors, create networks, lead 
change initiatives, advocate for progress, 
and leverage partnerships across industries 
and agencies. As highly visible members 
of the community, the club’s players, 
coaches and staff understand their unique 
public role and aspire to make a positive 
contribution to our society. Each year we 
make hundreds of community appearances; 
conduct footy clinics and visit schools and 
hospitals. Our 10 flagship programs that 
together make up Cats in the Community, 
all have one central purpose - to build a 
better and healthier community with a 
special focus on youth. Your gift can help 
sustain and grow these precious programs.

3.    FOOTBALL

Your gift will be utilised to support  
facilities and football talent to ensure our 
club remains at the cutting edge. 

At the Geelong Cats, we strive for 
greatness. Not only do we demand of 
ourselves to be the best AFL club in the 
competition, but the leading sports club 
in Australia – one that other clubs across 
the globe recognise and admire. Making 
sure we have the best workplace and the 
best people are the two key ingredients. 
A gift to the future ensures we have the 
right infrastructure, facilities and high 
performance mix together with the talent 
identification program that delivers the 
best people – players, coaches and staff.

I M P A C T  O F  Y O U R  G I F T



CHARLES BROWNLOW

Brownlow captained the club in 1883, 
leading it to a premiership in that season. 
He began as the Geelong Cats secretary 
from 1885 and ending in 1923, a year 
before his death. He served as Geelong’s 
delegate on the VFL Board from 1902 until 
1922. The Brownlow Medal was instituted 
in his honour in 1924.



O U R  C H A R T E R  W E  R E M E M B E R

At the Geelong Cats, our promise is everything. We pride ourselves on safeguarding  
your wishes. This is embodied in our charter for gifts made through a Will.

1. VALUE

We value every gift. No matter how large 
or small, a gift in your Will is precious and 
deeply appreciated.

2. RESPECT

We will always respect your privacy. We 
recognise and appreciate that your Will is 
completely personal to you.

3. APPRECIATE

We appreciate that your family and loved 
ones will always come first. We encourage 
you to share your wishes with your family.

4. UNDERSTANDING

You have the right to change your mind 
about a gift in your Will to the Geelong 
Cats at any time in the future.

5. CONSIDERATE

We will use your gift carefully and cost 
effectively so that it has the greatest 
impact for Geelong Cats. We will handle 
your gift with sensitivity, care and respect.

“The Geelong Cats are part of 
my family and I am so proud 
of our history, dedication 
and professionalism. Join us 
and be part of gift that lasts 
forever.” 

Debble Plunkett

Member, Geelong Cats Forever



WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

In September 2017, Geelong was  
granted a licence for its inaugural AFLW  
to commence in season 2019.



G E E L O N G  C AT S  F O R E V E R

Whether you’re a Member of the Geelong 
Cats, or just a fan of the club, you are 
welcome to leave a gift in your Will.

We invite you to complete this card and 
return it to the club. You’re welcome to 
adjust your wishes at any time.  

Salutation  

First Name

Surname

Address

Suburb

State  Post Code

Email

Mobile

Date of Birth

Signature

Date

MY GIFT STATUS

Please select one: 

 I have left a gift in my Will to the 
Geelong Cats

 I am considering leaving a gift in my 
Will to the Geelong Cats

 I am interested and would like more 
information on making a gift in my Will

MY AREA OF INTEREST (OPTIONAL)

We wish to ensure your wishes are met, 
please select one or more area you wish 
to support. If you don’t choose an area, we 
will allocate your gift on your behalf.

 Heritage 

 Community

 Football 

 I would like the club to decide where 
my gift is best used

IN MEMORY (OPTIONAL)

I am leaving my gift in memory of

  

TYPE OF GIFT IN MY WILL 
(OPTIONAL) 

I have included the following bequest  
to the Geelong Football Club Ltd:

 The residue of my estate after other 
gifts are made

 A _______% of my estate

 A set amount of $_______ of  
my estate

 A specific gift/s e.g. Property /  
real estate / shares

The approximate value of my gift is

$

EXTRAS (OPTIONAL) 

 I would welcome the opportunity of  
a personal tour at the club

 I would like to discuss the opportunity 
of making a Living Gift

All personal information you provide will be used 
by the Geelong Cats in accordance with our 
Privacy Policy. By providing your information, 
you are accepting the terms of the Privacy 
Policy. If you would like to see a copy, you can 
visit Membership Services or view it online at 
membership.geelongcats.com.au/privacy.









The magnificent artwork depicted on the 
reverse of this page was produced by long 
serving club Member and Geelong Cats 
Vice President Bob Gartland. It lovingly 
represents every player who played from 
1859 to 2014.

T H E  G R E AT E S T  T E A M  O F  A L L

“The artwork honours the 
past, celebrates today and 
inspires the future of the 
Geelong Cats.” 

Bob Gartland

Vice President, Geelong Cats Life Member, 
Geelong Cats Forever



For more information or to get involved,  

please contact Eva George, Geelong Cats Foundation Manager  

(03) 5225 2318 | egeorge@geelongcats.com.au


